
 



 
 

A few words about this introductory eBook. 
 
 Hi fellow sound geek! First of all, thank you for downloading my free tips for managing your home 
studio! That way you are giving me the chance to spread my knowledge and desire to do what I love (i.e. 
Sound Engineering), whilst giving you a taste of what is coming next on Sounds from the Apartment! 
  
 In this eBook, I am not going to tell you how to record, or set up your home studio, or talk about 
technical issues regarding sound engineering. I will be focusing on a few subjects that only a few people will 
tell you about. And these subjects are about how you can build your reputation and momentum which will 
then allow you to succeed in the music industry. Drawing from my own experience - and after many hours 
of research - what you are about to read will hopefully give you an idea of the assets have to develop if you 
want your skills to get you a little bit further!  

 

Running a home studio is not easy! 
  
 The road we've taken is hard! And, although you might be surprised, I am in the same position as 
you are: In the process of getting things done! What I always keep in mind, is the love and hard work for 
what I do can help me overcome any difficulties that may arise. 
 
At this point, it is important to note that competition in the job market is very strong nowadays. Therefore, 
you constantly need to prove that you have gained a good place in the industry based on your abilities. 
However, your abilities and skills are not the only assets that make an impact to other people in our 
industry! 
 
Welcome to the great and vast world of sound engineering! 

 

1. Loving Sound Engineering 
 
 If you want to succeed in this industry, you have to follow 2 fundamental rules: 
 
A: Learn to listen, and 
B: Love what you do! 
 
 Most of the time, people get frustrated because they think that sound engineering is all about the 
use of some faders and knobs, a couple of mics and an expensive mixing desk that will get the job done. 
 
 Well, guess again! Here comes the “Love what you do” part! you need to devote much of your time 
researching about your work! You need to keep yourself updated with all the current trends. You have to 
read about ideas and how to experiment on them. You will also have to discuss with other sound engineers 
about troubleshooting and/or exchange of advice. 
 
This is the tricky part, since you are eager to get your hands on some buttons, and it will be easy to get 
distracted from the target! Which is gaining knowledge that seems useless at first glance, although it is not; 
a process which might prove to be too tiring. However, if you endure this point, you will have accomplished 
a great step, and you will – for sure – be able to say with confidence: 
 
“I love what I am doing!” 
 
And... since I've been through this, I'll give you some practical advice and theoretical stuff at all the times. I 
mean ok, I'll stick to the theoretical advice for now but I will try to incorporate some practical advice too as 
we go along! 
 

 
 



 
 

2. Your image in the market. 
 
 Whatever the reason behind your decision to get into sound engineering may be, one thing is 
certain. You have to be prepared to expose your work to other people. To do this successfully there are 
some points that you need to take into consideration. Here’s a few marketing tricks you may want to take 
on board. 
 
 A – Branding 
 
 This is something extremely useful but you need to apply it with caution. The brand of your sound 
engineering skills has to be carefully selected as it is what represents you as person and defines some traits 
of your personality. Nowadays people recognize your brand via your logo or motto or something that is 
linked to your professional skills/music. 
 

Ensure you research a lot before you create your logo, and then think twice about the colours you 
want to use! These matter too!  
 
 B – Don't spam your audience with your new stuff 
 
 One of the most repulsive things is to post your new material on every single page or group you are 
aware of in social media. Even more annoying is to tag people on that post or send mass emotionless 
messages in private. 
 

People are not items. And with the wide spread of social media each passing day, you have to act 
like a thoughtful and responsible individual rather than a faceless company director. Be in touch with your 
fans and audience. Be kind and responsive to them by helping them out with a few tips when they ask for 
them, respond to their questions, thank them for their comments and learn to accept negative reviews and 
criticism (there will certainly be negative feedback – it’s unavoidable - but sometimes it can be quite 
fruitful). So, connect (YES, CONNECT is the key word) with your audience. Marketing has changed. Be smart 
and be up to date! 
 
 C – Don't forget to respond 
 
 As was previously mentioned, with that massive social media development, it is extremely 
important to be able to follow back someone who has similar interests/content/music on SoundCloud, 
Twitter etc. Additionally, on Facebook you can always say “thank you” to someone that has just befriended 
you or “Likes” your Facebook page and posts. Minor details like this, can make the difference! 
 
 D – Promote good stuff even if they are NOT yours 
 
 There are quite a lot of talented people out there who want to promote themselves 
- like you do. There will be times when those people will send you their work to have a listen to or watch 
while waiting for your response. 
 

That is something you HAVE to do. BUT in case their material is truly magnificent and you think that 
it deserves to be released into the world, why not promoting it yourself too? Of course, you would need to 
mention the person who sent it in the first place. Apart from getting a nice feeling by doing it, it usually 
works in a form of chain reaction: next time your material needs to get promoted, the person you 
previously helped out, will probably do the same. The same goes for tips and pieces of advice in general. If 
you get a tip or a piece of advice, try to share it with people who would appreciate it. 

 
Good deeds always pay off! 

 
  
 
 



 
 
E – Build a nice portfolio 

 
 This has to be one of the most important things to keep in mind. Try to keep an audio portfolio of 
your best studio work to show to your clients! Also, if you work at live gigs too, but for any reason you can't 
record an audio clip, make you take a picture of what you are doing. That way you create proof of your work 
and can demonstrate to your clients. A strong portfolio is a great weapon to get a good job in the industry. 
 
 F – Be active! 
 
 If you have a nice camera or smartphone, be sure to use it to take some photos of your activities. 
Then post them in social media to promote your work. People will start getting interested as they will feel 
they are being part of this kind of process by looking at things from backstage of whatever it is you do. 
 

That is an awesome and essential trick to make your fans - and audience alike - connect even faster 
with you. And a small hint for Facebook users: Try to accompany your posts with a photo. People will be 
more intrigued by a photo on their news feed instead of a bunch of words! 
 

G – Be polite! 
 
 Needless to say, a good heart can take you anywhere. Respect your colleagues and everyone you 
are working with. Don’t be offensive and always think twice before opening your mouth. Be fair and you will 
be treated as such! 

 

3. Some things you have to accept. 
 
 A – Money won't just come to you 
 
 I know. This is a hard thing to accept. But unfortunately, this is the sad truth. 
Sound engineering won't buy you a spacious, luxurious house or a really fast car. These days, maintaining a 
studio can be very difficult and expensive, ending up being a bad career choice, if not managed right. There 
are few things you can do to break the rules though! 
 

In fact, there are a few people that managed to become super wealthy out of sound engineering, 
yet there are not many of them around. And surely to get to that point, they worked hard, spent years and 
years on what they were doing, made their leap of faith and, eventually, succeeded. If you want to be one 
of them, remember to work hard, learn how to move into the industry, how to talk, act, negotiate positively 
for deals, be on time or - even better – arrive earlier to your appointments, be tidy, be organised. Each one 
of these behaviours, will enable you to gain experience and use it to become better and better at the career 
you have decided to pursue. Never stop investing in yourself! 

 
 This way anyone who will later get to work with you, will have to say that they have worked with 

someone really important and passionate. YOU! A good recommendation is one of the most effective 
weapons to have in your arsenal. But you will not get it, unless you show professionalism. 
 
 B – Financial management 
 
 Don't get super-excited if a good amount of money finds its way to you. You need to be cautious as 
to how you spend and invest the money you earn each time. That's because as a freelancer you probably 
won't have the same stream of work every day. It might get better later on but it would be wise to take this 
point into account right from the start of your career. I know we all crave for new audio gear, which would 
improve our reputation and services, but take one step at a time, and be sure to start with small steps. 
 

Be versatile with your money and find a way to understand how the audio society works in your 
region and blend in. If close where you live networking events take place - annually, monthly or even weekly 
– make a plan in such a way that would enable you to keep track of which events you can attend outside 
studio-work and meet people there, bring them in your studio, convert them into clients! Or if you don’t 
enjoy planning something like that just try and grab all work opportunities no matter what!  



 
 
Building this kind of portfolio will give you a great push and will allow you to get involved in more 

and more projects which will eventually give you some extra income. And of course, this will build up your 
reputation. Especially if you are good at it! And don’t worry if you are not super good yet. Practice makes 
perfect, so does working with more experienced people from the industry and learning from them! 
 
 C – If things get bad, stay strong! 
 
 Finally, try to find a way to pass through that bad period. Every freelancer will have to come to 
terms with a situation like that. The best thing to do is to get out and look for new opportunities. Even if you 
can't find something related to sound engineering, consider working on something else (i.e. as a waiter) in 
order to be able to get some money to pay for your living costs until you find your work flow again. This will 
help you go on but it will also help you avoid even more frustrating situations (i.e. gear selling to pay off 
outstanding debts). No one really wants that to happen, right? 
 

Of course, if you find a job related to our field, I'd highly recommend you go for it! The road to the 
top is not easy. If you want to gain experience in the industry, you will have to stay committed to your set 
goals. 
 
 Whatever happens, never let go if you love sound engineering! We are not dreamers so we quit one 
day, we are dreamers so we succeed one day! Don’t forget, you can always run your studio while working 
for others! 
 

4. How to find your way. 

 If you are feeling at a loss after having read all of the above, well you shouldn't be. The important 

thing to do in order to organize all the things you have in your head, is to have a clear masterplan about 

your set goals. Set your longest-term target, calculate the years you will need to meet this target and then 

break that timeline into smaller short-term targets. 

 One of your long-term targets may be to own or work in a very good studio with good facilities. 

However, to reach that level, you have to pass through the short-term targets first in order to acquire some 

experience. That means that you might have to become an assistant engineer for a few years so as to 

improve your knowledge and skills on sound engineering. That role would probably include creating several 

demos/portfolios based on material you may be recording with a particular band. 

 Being a college graduate won’t find you a job either. Nope. On the contrary, while college studies 

will give you standard knowledge on the profession, what you have to understand is that you have to 

maintain your contacts while in college. Meet people, do stuff, keep in touch and work with them later on. 

You never know where a good contact can lead you. At the same time, you will obtain your degree, which is 

nice for your CV but less powerful than a good working experience. 

 Learn to organize your contacts. From college, seminars, social media, email, audio forums and of 

course real-life friends, musicians, people who are in the industry. If you are a friendly guy doing your job 

well, surely some of your contacts will tell you about a potential job they may have heard of. And this will 

only keep going on and getting bigger. New jobs, new contacts, new chances to achieve your goals. 

5. Working for others 

 Some people would prefer to work for other people before they take is solo in this industry and do 

their own thing. If you are one of these people, the below section is definitely for you! 

Some tips for your first interview? Prior to the interview you need to have acquired some 

experience. If you’re experienced, you obviously have better chances of getting the job. Our world is a 

competitive place; only a tiny number of people would recruit you without any prior experience  



 

whatsoever. A good first step to gain experience is to set your standards and develop your competence. 

Knowledge on how DAWs, digital plug-ins, real analogue gear (EQs, Compressors, Pre-amps, etc.), and 

microphones work, would be an advantage. Additionally, knowledge on mixing, microphone placement and 

technique, some music training as well as how to communicate efficiently with the band(s)/artist (s) would 

greatly improve your job seeking prospects. 

As your knowledge and experience grows, include any training and skills you have acquired into 

your CV. In the early stages of your career development, try to break down the “small things” involving 

audio. Once you acquire more knowledge, replace the “small things” in your CV with those you have 

acquired at that point. Also be sure to put in your goals and targets since these are greatly appreciated. 

Don't include irrelevant jobs as they don't have to offer anything to the recruiter. It may be hard to fill it in, 

but eventually you will make it. Also make sure that it looks professional and not as if you were bored of 

doing it. Ensure the grammar is correct, there are no spelling mistakes and make proper use of paragraphs 

and bullet points! Another good idea is to look for other CV templates over the internet to help you fill out 

yours. 

 At this point I have to mention that with your CV, you should have your portfolio so that you can 

present it at the same time. Be sure to let other people know the details of your work situation, what was 

the target, what did you do to achieve it and what was the outcome of it. 

 Remember to always stay well informed about what's going on in the music industry. Subscribe to 

forums and follow YouTube channels about sound engineering. That way, you will keep up-to-date with 

gear, tips, techniques and related issues. Also learn to filter what you read since you might find irrelevant 

details on the internet as well. Through trial and error, you will make it in the end. 

As I have already said, another great key point to get a job is to have the right attitude. By being 

good to your work you get kudos but also by being friendly, polite and funny you give yourself those extra 

points you need to get the job. Grumpy guys are not so likeable even if they do their job fine. Also keep in 

mind that word travels really fast in an industry like this one. Being a nice guy can only help you build your 

reputation in the music business. Don’t forget, a grumpy personality is unlikely to ever change. But an 

unskilled person with the will to learn, can always be trained! 

Now in case you are going to get interviewed, get prepared to get into the interview room and 

prove them that you are the perfect candidate for the job. After all, this is why the interview takes place. No 

need for bragging about your achievements or having the irritating attitude of the “I'm-the-one” guy. You 

must demonstrate a positive attitude, the skills and – preferably – a good working experience. Try to stay 

calm and don't be afraid to tell things about yourself and be confident about what you can do. Don't forget 

to ask questions about the position you are interviewed about, or for the company itself. You will look like 

you really interested in the position which will gain you some extra points. You can even write down their 

answers in your agenda to show more organized. 

When you finally get the job, you need to know that you might have to do tasks that others won't 

do. But hey! It's just the beginning. Those things are common. We all started from somewhere and we all 

get somewhere in the end; none excluded! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Epilogue 

 You did it! You reached at the end of this short eBook. Thank you once again for subscribing, 

downloading and reading. It's my pleasure to help people as much as I can, so spread the word and feel free 

to share with your friends that might find this information useful! 

Stay tuned at the Sounds from the Apartment site for more tips, theoretical and practical, artist 

showcases and tutorials! 

 Until next time, stay inspired and passionate, 

 Nikos - Sounds from the Apartment 

 https://soundsfromtheapartment.co.uk 

 https://facebook.com/soundsfromtheapartment 

 https://instagram.com/soundsfromtheapartment 
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